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How districts can align teaching, learning, and
community support to meet online safety needs

Schools are being asked to manage student safety with limited early visibility and overstretched
support teams. Clear thresholds, better prioritization, and stronger alignment with families enable
earlier, lower-acuity intervention. Consistent processes matter more than reactive responses.

Key takeaways:

Early signals increasingly appear
outside the classroom.

Student risk often surfaces digitally and
off-campus, even though schools are still
expected to respond.

Schools need clearer prioritization,
not more alerts.

Differentiating concern from crisis protects
staff capacity and improves response quality.

Students want support and skill-building,
not just intervention.

Students are asking for guidance, trust, and
help navigating digital spaces.

Parents want clarity and partnership,

not guesswork.

Parents want to support their kids but are
often unsure when a concern warrants school
involvement or how the school will respond.

Consistency reduces risk, burnout,

and liability.

Defined workflows and shared understanding
matter more than perfect information.

What this means
for your program

Move from reactive crisis response toward
earlier intervention

Reduce surprise escalations by improving
upstream visibility

Support counselors and administrators with
clearer prioritization and triage

Strengthen trust with families through
transparency and consistency

Suggested next steps

Assess where early visibility breaks down
Clarify thresholds and response workflows

Integrate student skill development and
prevention efforts

Strengthen family engagement with clear
guidance

Email chad.ragland@bark.us to explore how Connected communities, a free educational

program, can support the above goals, or visit bark.us/learn/products-bfs for more details.
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